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New Law School Building Finally Opens
Sam Coring
Fourth Year
Evening

After much anticipation, the new
law school building for The Columbus
School of Law opened on schedule this
week for the Fall semester -- welcoming
students, faculty, and staff for the 19941995 academic year.
With the temporary exceptions of
the chapel, to be located on the second
floor, and an auditorium-style classroom,
to be located on the first floor, all
construction is completed and every part
of the new building is currently
operational.
Under the auspices of the Student
Bar Association, students have been
instructed to attend one of several town
meetings at which administrators are
briefing all students on new features of the
law school building, including security
and parking concerns.
The move of the library and of
.faculty and administrative offices over the
summer from Leahy, Keane, and
McMahon Halls was accomplished as
planned and on schedule as well. Faculty
and administrative offices were open for
business in the new building as of June
27th and the library opened the doors on
its new three-floor facility on July 20th.
Clearly the biggest task during
the move was transporting and reorganizing the library's 154,000 volumes .
The actual move took over two weeks but
some minor aspects of organization of the
library's collection continue.
Administrators have also been
busy at work preparing to receive and
orient the entire student body -- a task
more formidable that the normal
orientation of only first-year students.
All aspects of the transition to the
new facility were overseen by a task force
of administrators known as the Transition
Coordination Group, led by Associate
Dean for External and Student Affairs
Leah Wortham.
Others on the task force included
Assistant Dean for Administration Michael
Kanne, Assistant Dean for Academic
Affairs John Lord, Library Director
Professor Stephen Margeton, Director of
Student Life and Special Events Joan
Vorrasi, Computer Center Director Mark

Goldberg, and Director of Faculty Support
Stephanie Michaels.
In addition to the logistics of the
move working out, the Office of the
Capital Campaign, the law school's
fundraising effort, reports they have
reached their goal of raising $20 million
toward the $33 million cost of the
building.
The Capital Campaign is now
handling organization of the dedication
activities for the new building which are
scheduled for the weekend of September
29th to October 2nd.
Beginning in January, fundraising
efforts will tum their focus on building up
a much-needed endowment to help provide
financial stability for the school and offer
financial assistance to students.
Work on the one unfinished
classroom is well underway and the law
school is currently in the process of taking
bids from contractors on the chapel.

To the great rejoicing of students, faculty, and staff, the new law school
building for The Columbus School of Law opened on schedule. The massive
move over the summer and ongoing fundraising have gone well.

Flip-Flop Re-opens Parking Controversy
Jim Renne
Second Year
Day

In what appeared to be a
surprising turnaround of policy and later
termed a "miscommunication," University
Vice President for Administration, Susan
Pervi, informed the Law School in late
July that parking in the new building's
garage would be open to the entire
university on a first-come-first-serve basis.
On receiving the word, law school
administrators were, as Assistant Dean for
Academic Affairs John Lord describes,
"seriously chagrined."
The news "caught us by
surprise ... at the last minute," explained
Associate Dean for Student Affairs Leah
Wortham. "We were under the impression
that the parking policy was set."
A Parking Committee made up of
a cross-section of university officials
agreed last spring that special preference
for parking spaces in the new building
should be given to law students and
employees of the law school. During the
spring semester, the same Committee
forwarded
their recommendations
regarding the new garage to the University
Administration Office run by Pervi.

The Committee also
recommended that parking privileges be
extended to students and faculty of four
surrounding buildings and that flash passes
be discounted for law students at $20. If,
after an initial period of limitation, the
garage still had spaces available, then the
rest of the university would have an
opportunity to buy stickers.
Apparently, Pervi feared that the
spaces would not be fully utilized, wasting
potential revenue -- a contention law
school officials strongly contested. Pervi
was unavailable for comment and referred
inquiries to the Public Safety Office.
As it now stands, parking policy
is governed by a common trade standard
of 1.5 stickers for each of the 562 actual
parking spaces available which will yield
the university $177,240 annually from 844
parking stickers. This formula does not
take into account additional revenue from
spaces sold to evening students who will
not be able to enter the garage before
5:30PM.
Director of Public Safety Clay
Goldston says, "We will do everything we
can to make sure [the garage] is user
friendly. At around 600-700, we will start
monitoring space availability, and we'H

stop selling if that's too much."
SBA President Chuck Clapton,
who has been monitoring the situation
closely on behalf of the student body, said,
"I think that law students should have fust
crack at spaces since we are the primary
users of the building and a significant
portion of our tuition dollars subsidized its
construction.
"If after paying $260 for a
parking space any law student can't find a
space in the garage on a given day, I will
vociferously complain to Sue Pervi until
the problem is remedied."
Clapton explained, "It is a matter
of safety. McCormack Road, where law
students would otherwise park, is in an
isolated area of campus and could pose
significant security concerns. Whereas
non-law students have the ability to park
closer to their buildings in safer areas of
the campus."
Law school officials point out that
university administrators, especially
Goldston, have been extremely generous
with University resources in the planning
and construction of the school and the
mitigation of diffi;;ulties resulting from the
policy change.

SPECIAL WELCOMING EDITION
Faculty Who's Who, p. 4,5
Photo Feature: Old & New, p. 12,13

Student Organizations, p. 6,7,8,9
Greetings From The Deans, p. 14,16,18

Commentary, p. 10,11
Movie Review, p. 19

All Best Wishes
for the
; 1994-95 Academic Year

DISCOUNT LAW BOOKS
Lerner Law Book Company
111 Massachusetts Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D.C. 20001
FAST DELIVERY!
FREE SHIPPING
ON ORDERS
OVER $100.00!

BROCK'S COFFEE BAR
Located in Student Lounge
(ground floor)
Columbus School of Law
Open 8:00AM to 6:00PM
Monday through Friday

AMEX
DISCOVER
VISA
MASTERCARD
1-800-253-1594
In D.C.: 842-4334
Let's combine forces to promote competition
and reduce prices.

iS tHiS
FaL~~

itnf R.isonment?

©1992, Mead Data Central, Inc . All Rights Reserved

2 ,

Judicial Notice

Financial Aid

All Students Urged to Note New Deadlines, Policies
Wednesdays after 5:00PM.
Students
requesting this service, must call our
Office by 3:30PM on the Wednesday they
"'we can
want to sign the check(s),
coordinate the process.

Marya Dennis
Director
Office of Financial Aid

"so

Welcome everyone.

OfflCE LOCATION
AND HOURS OF OPERATION
Our location in Room 342 is
adjacent to the Office of Academic
Affairs. Please stop by, check out our
new digs and ask questions.
We are open Monday through
Friday from 9:00AM to 5:00PM, and until
6:30PM on Wednesdays.

SIGN FALL DISBURSEMENT
CHECKS. IN THE STUDENT
ACCOUNTS OFFICE.
Please sign Fall loan checks as
soon as possible to enhance the
University's cash flow and finalize your
Student Account. A deferment · given at
Orientation/Registration is simply a
promise to pay until the real check is
cashed.
WHY ARE THE FALL
DISBURSEMENTS LESS THAN THE
LOAN?
Please notice that the face value
of the check is half of the total loan minus
origination and guarantee fees .
The
second disbursement, which will arrive
around December 21st, should be for the
same amount, unless you have been
notified of a correction.

"Financial Aid Report"
with Marya Dennis
We will retrieve evening division
student's loan checks from the Student
Accounts Office ·for endorsement on

loan. This will save money in origination
fees and expedite the process.

REFUNDS FROM LOAN CHECKS
It will take four to five days for
Student Accounts to issue a refund after a
student signs loan checks. Please plan
appropriately.
EMERGENCY LOANS AVAILABLE
In 1985, Arthur J. Keeffe donated
$50,000 to initiate an emergency loan fund
for the law school. Students needing a
few hundred dollars to make ends meet
may borrow emergency expenses from the
fund.
Emergency loans are given in
small increments and are expected to be
repaid within 30 days from pending
financial aid, wages, or money expected
from parents.
Students usually receive a check
from the fund within one working day of
initiating the paperwork. The Keeffe loan
fund is administered by the Director of
Financial Aid who has discretion regarding
the use and availability of funds .

CAN LOAN MONEY BE RETURNED
ENTRANCE COUNSELING
IF I BORROWED TOO MUCH?
INFORMATION CHECKLIST
Yes. If you do not need the
All incoming students should have
excess for living expenses, please make an completed an Entrance Counseling
appointment to discuss the situation with Information checklist at orientation. If
the Director or Assistant Director of you did not turn it in before leaving the
Financial Aid in mid-October. At that auditorium, please return it to the Office
time, we can request a decrease to the of Financial Aid at your earliest
second disbursement of the most expensive convenience. It is necessary to complete a

financial aid file.

LATE FEE EXTENDED TO
AUGUST 26TH
The $100 late fee for not settling
a continuing student account has been
postponed from August 17th to August
26th as per recent news from the
Registrar's Office. This new information
was received on August 5th.
Settling a Student Account
consists of paying tuition and fees in full,
postponing payment with a deferment, or
making arrangements to pay through the
10 payment plan or other outside funding .
THANKS FOR APPLYING EARLY!
Your attention to sending the
F AFSA and loan applications earIt really
From the time · w e began
paid om
processing loan applications at the end of
May, we were 100 applications ahead of
last year. This year, 51 percent of the
applications were certifiable by July 20th.
Loan applications processed by this date
will have checks disbursed before
registration. Last year only 34 percent
were complete by this date.
This means more law students
will have money at the beginning of
school and there should be fewer
frustrations.
To date we have processed about
498 student's applications, or 73 percent.
We thank you for helping us help you.
We had a noticeably smoother summer
than in prior years.

Institutes Provide Means for Specialization
The Columbus School of Law
offers students the .opportunity to study
specialized areas of law through · its
institutes and programs. These institutes
and programs have been designed to
prepare students to become specially
trained in a specific practice· of law.
Below is a brief description of the
institutes and programs and how to enroll.
For further information about any
of the ins~~tutes and programs, please see
Gladys
Vailespir Ellett, Program
Coordinator, in Room 312 or call- (202)
319-6255.

submitted with the general law school
application.

Comparative & International Law
Institute, Professor Rett Ludwikowski,
Director
The Comparative & International
Law Institute offers specialized academic
training to students interested in
international law and legal practice.
Institute students are exposed to the public
and private fields of international law,
international trade and business, and
private foreign investment.
The Institute offers a broad range
Institute :ior Communications Law, of courses, seminars, and externships. To
Professor Harvey Zuckman, Director
earn a certificate a student must complete
1he Institute of Communications at least five courses and an unpaid
~Jaw is devoted to the specialized training externship related to comparative or
of select law students in the field of international law. The externship is
communications law. The Institute offers selected in consultation with the Director
nine courses in communications law to of the Comparative and International Law
J.D. degree candidates selected for its Institute.
Any student enrolled in the law
program. A .major component of the
lnstitute's training is the · extemship .·· · school may register as a candidate in the
program. · Se.c ond and third year students
certificate program. Students interested in
are afforded year-long extemships. . the certificate program must register with
Shorter su,mmer · extemships are also . the Institute by the end of their third
available. . The application ptocess for ·• semester. . Certificates will only be
admission to the Institute requires that
awarded to students who have registered
special . application .be • completed . and •promptly .for the program and completed

a
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the certificate requirements by graduation.
The Comparative and
International Law Institute conducts a six- week Summer Abroad Program at the
Jagiellonian University in Cracow, Poland.
The program is open to American and
Canadian law students who have
completed one year of law school.
Students who successfully complete
coursework receive credit from The
Catholic University of America.

Law and Public Policy Program,
Professor Harold McDougall, Director
Established in 1985, the Law and
Public Policy program emphasizes
legislation and administrative regulation in
the school's clinical curriculum and
emphasizes public law in the curriculum as
a whole. Course offerings in the public
law and policy areas coupled with
externships form the program's core.
Participating students develop
skills important to lawyers who represent
government, private interests or the public
interest in legislative, administrative and
judicial forums. Students are eligible for
the Law and Public Policy program
certificate when they have successfully
completed 18 credits combining LPP
courses, general law courses, and courses

in the University's graduate history and
political science departments and have
participated in a Public Policy_Extern.ship
and Practicum.
To apply to the Law and Public
Policy program students must complete a
special application form and submit it
when applying to law school or by the end
of their third semester.
Law and Religion Program, Professor
Robert Destro, Director
The Law and Religion Program
seeks to develop a new understanding of
an old and complex problem ~- the
meaning of the basic Constitutional
command that "Congress shall make no
law respecting an establishment ofreligion
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof."
The purpose of the program ·is to provide
a focus and framework for a multidisciplinary exploration of the interaction
of law, religion, and society.
Projects and activities sponsored
designed to examine ·
by the program
the impact I~w and religion have · on the
development of society, public policy, and
each other. • Students
enroll in several
interdisciplinary law. and religion . courses ·
and seminars and develop individualized ·
projects in consultation with the .Director
of the Law and Reli$ion Program: ·

are

can
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Faculty Who's Who for First-year Courses
Sam Coring
Fourth Year
Evening
One of the most-confusing aspects
of being a first-year student is figuring out
who everyone is -- especially faculty.

While there is a reasonable
limitation to the amount of information we
can fit into the paper, we have endeavored ;
in this feature to provide students with a I
tiew t1'db'its of useful information -- the '
first-year courses being taught by the
c.
1acu Ity member, where and when they

.
. Accor~ingly'. _as a spe~ial feature graduated law school, how long they have
m this welcommg ed1t1on, Judicial Notice been on the faculty of Th c I b
·1 d th·
"Wh , Wh
e o um us
h
0 s
0"
as comp, e
IS two-page .
School of Law, and their actual academic
of the facu!ty who are teaching first-year ·· title (professor, associate
rofessor
courses this Fall semester
-the
first
assistant
professor
d
)
P
'
.
, an so on .
b
f
Jud,·c,·a1 N ot'ice d eep Iy apo Iog1zes
·
mem ersd o the. faculty with whom firstyear stu ents will have _reg?lar contact.
to Professor Raymond Marcin and
~f cours~, th ,s is far from a Associate Professor Kathryn Kelly for not
complete introduction to the_ faculty -- or having obtained suitable photographs for
even to al! the faculty teaching first-year them. Perhaps this can be rectified in a
courses
can look
forward future issue of JU
, d'ICIQ
· I N ot1ce.
·
. ·1this tiyear. You
.
.
to a s1m1 ar eature in the .Spring
semester.
It
,·s
ti
d
h
O
.
.
ur on ope th at tiirst-year
Also, .more detailed . information students -- and per haps some upper-c Iass
h
on t e academic and profe_ss1onal _careers students as well __ will find this "Who's
of the faculty are ava1lable in the Who"
'f
"A
"b
b.
-- 0 r, 1 you prefer, "Rouge's
nnouncements ookpu hshedannually Gallery" __ hel ful
by the law school.
p ·

Harvey L.
Zuckman

William F.
Fox

Professor

Professor -____ ,..

Course: Torts

Course: Civil Procedure (E).

L.L.B., 1959, New York University
School of Law. At CUA, since 1970.

J.D., 1972, Columbus School of Law.
At CUA, since 1975.

..

James P.
Ogilvy

Raymond B.
Marcin

Heidi M.
Schooner

Lisa G.
Lerman

Associate Professor

Professor

Assistant Professor

Associate Professor

Photo
Not
Available

Courses: Civil Procedure.

Course: Civil Procedure.

Course: Contracts.

Course: Contracts

J.D ., 1973, Northwestern School of
Law. At CUA, since 1991.

J.D., 1964, Fordham University
School of Law. At CUA, since

J.D., 1985, Georgetown University.

J.D., 1979, New York University

At CUA, since 1993.

School of Law. At CUA, since 1987.

1972.

Lucia
Silecchia

Leroy D.
Clark

Urban A.
Lester

Kathryn
Kelly

Assistant Professor

Professor

Associate Professor

Associate Professor

Coune: Property (E).

Course: Criminal

Course: Civil Procedure.

Course: Civil Procedure. .

J.D.,: 1990, Yale Law Sch~l. At
CUA; since 1990.
t. ·

-~ ~

:~

Law: ·.
. ·:·

~LLB., 1961, Col~bia' Uni;ersity·. .
AtCUA,sincel981.
.;.··<
~".
... .
:..• .,._
.,·.
7

~

-

,

0

LL.B., 1959, Columbus.School of ·
Law. 'At(~UA, .since 1978:; ,..!"

o;-

J.D., 1978, University of Notre Dame
· At CUA, since 1~90 . ;

-'.Judieiai Notice
......
_

Antonio
Perez

William J.
Wagner

George P.
Smith II

Beverly
Jennison

Assistant Professor

Associate Professor

Professor

Instructor

Course: Contracts (D & E).

Course: Contracts.

Course: Property.

Course: Lawyering Skills.

J.D., 1985, Columbia University. At
CUA, since 1993.

J.D., 1978, Yale Law School. At

J.D., 1964, Indiana University. At

J.D., 1978, Columbus School of

CUA, since 1984.

CUA, since 1977.

Law. At CUA, since 1992.

;

....

Amy
Sloan

Susan
Chamberlin

Cecilia
Fex

Michael ·
Koby

Instructor

Instructor

Instructor

Instructor

Course: Lawyering Skills.

Course: Lawyering Skills.

Course: Lawyering Skills.

Course: Lawyering Skills.

J.D., The National Law Center, (GW

J.D., 1991, Wake Forest University
School of Law. At CUA, since 1994.

J.D., 1991, Harvard University
School of Law. At CUA, since

J.D., 1992, Washington College of
Law (AU Law School). At CUA,

1994.

since 1992 . .

Law School). At CUA, since 1970.

UPCOMING SBA EVENTS...
The Welcome Back Weekend Student Picnic.
Friday, August 16th -- 4:00PM to 9:00PM -- Lawn on West Side of the New Building. ·
(featuring free ·food, drink, music, and whiffle ball) ·
.
..
.
. . ·.Student · Organization ·Fair. •
..
• In conjunction with the StudentPicnic. T~s is your opportunityto get involved.·
SBA Happy Hour.
. . .
. . ..
· Saturaay; .August 27th·-- 9:00:P~ to Closing.
Kelly'sinsh Tim~s ~- 14 F Street, N.W.. {a block and a halffrom Unioi1Station)~
Aagast l~ 1994
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I
tair and prompt trials for all political
prisoners; and for an end to torture and
execution in all cases. This work is done
primarily through letter writing campaigns.
The Legal Support Network was
founded in 1982. It has grown to include
several hundred lawyers, law students,
paralegals, law professors, and judges. In
particular, the Le~aL Su~~ _Network
focuses on work for imprisoned lawyers
and legal professionals and presents
educational programs on human rights.
We also participate in Urgent
Action appeals, and publicize human rights
concerns in the law school community by
posting information and organizing panel
discussions.
For more information, contact
students Peter R. Dahlen or Shama Mir,
co-chairpersons of the CUA Amnesty
International Legal Support Network.

Student Bar
Association
The Student Bar Association is
the elected student government of the law
school. Its duties include representing the
student body before the faculty and
administration, funding all recognized law
student groups, sponsoring social events
and promoting service projects. The SBA
consists of ten Board Members and one
Chairman, all of whom are all elected in
early February. The current chairman is
Chuck Clapton (3D). Programming events
planned by the SBA for the fall include
assisting with first year orientation, happy
hours and picnics, softball leagues, budget
hearings for student group funding, the
celebration marking the dedication of the
new Jaw school, and a wide variety of
service projects. Any student interesting
in working with the SBA should contact
Chuck at (202) 319-5154.

Asian Pacific
Law Students
The Asian Pacific American Law
Student Association (APALSA) is a
racially diverse organization dedicated to
addressing Asian Pacific American issues
and needs on a national and local level.
APALSA is equally dedicated to offering
support to its members, so that we all
make it through together, and enjoy the
process.
APALSA currently works with
the Asian Pacific American Bar
Association, the National Asian Pacific
American Legal Consortium and other
national advocacy organizations to offer its
members the ability to keep informed on a
variety of issues facing the Asian Pacific
American community, as well as to
provide opportunities"' ToT involvement.
Through this network, we are able to
assign our members to a mentoring
program which pairs practicing attorneys
with law students, and send select students
on lobbying visits to Capitol Hill.
APALSA members are also invited to
Capitol Hill receptions, banquets, and

August 24, 1994
: ·-.:-,· .-

other functions with practicing attorneys .
Among our recent
accomplishments is the creation of the
Brookland School Outreach Program. Last
year, eight APALSA members were paired
up with D.C. Public School students in a
The
one-on-one mentoring . program.
project was very successful, and we hope
to expand participation . tpj§ , year.
APALSA also sponsored a speakers'
forum which included Bruce Yamashita.
Captain Yamashita's successful racial
discrimination suit against the U.S. Marine
Corps in 1994 led to fundamental policy
changes within the Marine Corps, which
has been a victory for all Americans.
APALSA seeks to offer first-year
students strong academic support through
our extensive file of first-year outlines for
all classes in addition to the assignment of
a big sister/brother so that you have
someone to turn to with your questions
and concerns.
Watch for notices announcing our
first meeting of the year. Meanwhile, feel
free to contact me by leaving a note in my
mailbox. I hope you will join us in
making 1994-95 another great year for
APALSA.

Eveni:Qg
Law Students

student.
ELSA Family Picnic -- On
September I 0th ELSA will sponsor a
picnic for evening· law students and their
families. It will be a gr.eat opportuntty to
help the families of new evening students
to feel that they are a part of the Law.
school, and to thank the families of
retuming,I,,aw students for their continuing
, :
support.
General Membership Meeting -In October we are planning our first
general membership meeting. One of the
key items on the agenda will be to identify
evening student needs, and to develop our
advocacy agenda for the year.
Preparing for Exams
In
November ELSA will offer a program
designed to give first year evening students
the skills they need to prepare for, and to
take, their first law school exams.
If you can squeeze in the time
and would like to play a special role in
ELSA you can be a member of one of our
standing committees. You will also be
welcome to run for a position as an ELSA
officer.

Intellectual
Property

The Intellectual Property Law
Student Association (IPLSA) is a group of
The Evening Law School faculty and students of the Columbus
Association was created to address the School of Law who share an interest in
unique needs of the evening law students promoting the educational and professional
at the Catholic University School of Law. development of the students in the
Experience has shown that is it essential specialty of intellectual property law,
that evening law students have a medium which includes patents, trademarks,
to express their unique concerns, and that copyrights and trade secrets. Many student
their needs are represented when decisions members are patent agents or patent
are made by the School's administration or examiners who can provide helpful advice
by the Student Bar Association. ELSA was on careers in intellectual property law.
created by evening law students to meet The IPLSA sponsors an invited speakers
that need.
program to provide the law school
When you join ELSA you are . community the opportunity to meet and
uniting with other evening law students to discuss principles of intellectual property
ensure that your legal education at law with members of the patent bar,
Catholic University is the best that it can judiciary, and the U.S. Patent and
be. By adding your strength to those of Trademark Office.
your classmates you are ensuring that
The first IPSLA meeting will be
those concerns which are unique to September 7th, 1994. Interested students
evening law students are recognized and are encouraged to contact Elizabeth
addressed.
Dougherty (3E).
ELSA has five primary goals:
(1). To enhance the legal education of
evening law students; (2). To address the
academic concerns of evening law
students; (3). To promote extracurricular
activities for evening law students; (4). To
promote fair and equitable treatment of
The Law and Public Policy
evening law students by the school
Society is the social branch of the Law
administration, faculty, student
and Public Policy Clinical Certificate
government, and student organizations; and Program. The Certificate Program serves
(5). To promote the equal access of as an academic training ground for
evening law students to educational and students interested in pursuing employment
extracurricular resources of the law school.
in the broad field of public policy. The
Among the activities that are Certificate Program and the Society share
already planned for this Fall semester are:
a common goal: to inform CUA law
Orientation for First Year Evening students about the vast public policy
Law Students -- On August 25th ELSA
opportunities in the nation's capital. The
will sponsor an orientation to help first Society's purpose is to promote the
year evening law students get off to a program by organizing social events such
good start. It will be a chance to hear as happy hours, career workshops,
suggestions from upper class evening
informal orown bag lunches with attorneys
students, and to get answers to your
practicing in publkpolicy, and guest panel
questions about being an evening law
lectures.

Public
Policy

One need not be a member of the
Certificate Program to be a member of the
Society. Student representatives from both
the Society and the Certificate Program
will be present at the Student Group Open
House on August 18, between 3:30 and
6:30 pm. If you have any questions,
please stop by our table or drop a note in
one of our mailboxes: John Shaw (3D)
President, Joe Guglielmo (3D) VicePresident, Jennifer Howard (2D) Secretary,
and David Smith (3D) Treasurer.

Public
Interest Law
Students for Public Interest Law
(SPIL) is a group dedicated to promoting
awareness of public interest law. SPIL's
main purpose is to provide funding for
students who choose to spend their
summers giving legal assistance to the
public.
Public interest law is ·iw area of
law that is on an upswing. Public interest
lawyers work to make the legal system
function more equitably by providing
greater access to the law, especially for the
poor and less powerful and for those
working on issues affecting us all.
We are planning various activities
for this year. In October, we will attend
the annual NAPIL (National Association
for Public Interest Law) Conference. In
February, we will have our annual auction
to raise money for summer funding for
students who choose to work in public
interest law.
There will be various
workshops on topics such as finding
summer public interest jobs, and we will
sponsor discussions with public interest
attorneys. Plans are also underway to start
a series for Judicial Notice profiling public
interest attorneys.
During the first few weeks of
school, we will be conducting a survey
regarding your views about public interest
law and what you want from SPIL. Please
take time to fill out our survey. Your
views will help to shape the . direction of
SPIL.
We need a lot of help!!! If you
are interested, look for posted signs about
our first meeting, which will be held in the
next few weeks. We will be at the Open
House on Wednesday, August 17th, from
3:30PM to 6:30PM and will have a table
at the SBA Picnic on Friday, August 26th.
1 You . can
also contact Co-chairmen
Elisabeth Kehoe (3D) and Angela Hart
(2D) for more information.
Check out our bulletin board for
current information about public interest
law and what SPIL is up to.

...

Women's
Law Caucus
The Women's Law Caucus
(WLC) is an organization concerned with
the awareness of women's political and
legal issues and the advancement of
women in the development of their
professional legal careers. The caucus is a
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charter affiliate of the National Womens
Law Students Association.
WLC programs have included
presentations by and about women in
various legal positions, as well as speakers
on topics from pornography to
international crimes against women. The
organization hosts a brown bag lunch
series with selected professors to give
students the chance to discus a variety of
topics with a particular professor. WLC
has an active community outreach program
through which students can volunteer their
time to different organizations.
Also, WLC has established a
mentoring program. First year students
are matched with second and third year
students to help them get accustomed to
law school life. The upperclass students
can participate in the alumni mentor
program where they will be matched with
supportive CUA law school alumnae and
other women in their field of interest.
WLC is open to all interested students.

Ent. Law
Society
The Entertainment Law Society
was organized to provide students
interested in pursuing a career in
Entertainment Law with information on
, the opportunities available. During the
group's first year at the law school, they
held several meetings and sponsored a
program entitled "Everything You Ever
Wanted to Know About Entertainment
Law".
The group 's plans for the
upcoming school year include a happy
hour, guest speaker program, and a
possible trip to New York with Catholic
University alumni, and creation of the
Entertainment Law Journal at The
Columbus School of Law.
Anyone interested in participating
should contact Kelly Pride (2D) or Sam
Cullari (2D).

writing skills in the closed-packet
competition held each year following
spring finals. All members have the
opportunity to develop and hone their legal
research and writing skills while exploring
an inherently fascinating field of law on
the cutting edge of technology.

International
Law Society
The purpose of the International
Law Society (ILS) is to acquaint students
with the types of issues and controversies
that arise in international law. International
law is a rapidly expanding field, especially
with all of the changes taking place in the
world today.
International law encompasses a
wide range of areas including foreign
policy, business and trade, the environment
and human rights.
ILS provides students with
opportunities to broaden their experience
in international law. It exposes students to
lectures, conferences, and discussions on
international law and arranges for students
to participate in the Jessup International
Law Moot Court Competition. ILS also
sponsors social activities, including our
annual Oktoberfest.

Black Law
Students

The National Black Law Students
Association, Inc. was founded in 1967 at
the New York University Law School in
an effort to sensitize the law and the legal
profession to the ever-increasing needs of
the Black community.
The NBLSA
currently has 6,000 members and 200
chapters in almost every law school in the
United States.
Recently, NBLSA
established international links with law
students in Canada, · South Africa and
England who have modeled their student
organizations after ~'ELSA.
In keeping with the goals of the
national organization, the BLSA Chapter at
the Columbus School of Law endeavors to
encourage professional competence while
The CommLaw Conspectus is a emphasizing the relationship of the Black
student-edited, scholarly law journal law student to the larger American legal
devoted to communications law and policy structure. In so doing, the chapter here is
issues. Its annual volume, published in the able to create and implement programs
late spring/early summer, contains lead, that are in true keeping with both the
articles written by professionals in the guiding principles of NBLSA and the
communications law industry and student spirit of quality legal training at The
comments, as well as a book review, Columbus School of Law.
In the past year, BLSA was very
bibliography of current communications
active
and
maintained a full calendar of
law treatises, and digests of major FCC
events.
In
October, BLSA sponsored its
actions and court decisions including
annual
Exam
Tips Seminar with Professor
communications law issues.
Hartley.
In
November,
BLSA invited the
The Conspectus serves the
Concerned
Citizens
for
Terrence Johnson
communications law community by
to
the
law
school
to
conduct
a community
presenting the major developments that
forum
where
the
legal
issues
surrounding
occur in the publication year in the areas
his
possible
parole
were
discussed.
In
of cable television, broadcasting,
May,
BLSA
presented
the
first
of
a
new
internationalcommunications, privateratio,
telecommunications, First Amendment law, · lecture series, entitled "The Crime Bill aI_J.d
the Courts: A Judicial Perspective," with
copyright, and antitrust.
Students attain membership on the Judge Reggie Walton, D.C. Superior
Conspectus staff by demonstrating superior Court. In addition, BLSA continued its

CommLaw
Conspectus
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annual Mentorship Program where law
school alumni provided much needed
assistance with academic and employment
efforts. These were just a few of the
numerous events that BLSA sponsored
throughout the school year.
Contrary to popular belief,
membership in BLSA is open to all
students of the law school. BLSA does
not restrict its membership roster or its
activities and events to Black students
only. BLSA is committed, however, to
remain responsive to the needs of the
Black community in general and the Black
law student in particular. BLSA welcomes
questions concerning membership by all
law students so interested.
The upcoming year provides
BLSA yet another fresh opportunity to
expose, stimulate, and inform our law
students here to the innovative and cuttingedge developments in the law. It is my
commitment as the current Chairperson of
BLSA-CUA to assist all of the law
students here to leave our law school
better than we found it and to be active
participants in the role that the legal
profession plays in everyday life. BLSA
realizes that law students need to reach out
to the community because the law extends
far beyond our new library. Moreover,
BLSA looks forward to working with
other law student organizations to increase
the value of our legal education.

CommLaw
Students
The Communications Law Student
Association (CLSA) is a student
organization representing the needs of both
Communications Law Institute (CLI)
members and students interested in
communications law areas. The CLSA,
with membership of over 40 students,
seeks to introduce, educate, and inform
students and members of the professional
community about the important legal,
political, and ethical principles at the
forefront
of the communications
profession.
Another major goal of the
organization is to provide members with
employment seminars attended by legal
and industry professionals, in order to
introduce students to potential employers,
and allow members an avenue to make
contacts with the professional world.
The CLSA also brings students
together to discuss issues and socialize
throughout the school year. In addition,
support groups for first year students are
available, as are big/brother and big/sister
programs.
The CLSA also works closely
with the editorial board of CommLaw
Conspectus to help insure that the
publication continues to gain respect as the
premier communications law journal in the
country. Editor-in-Chief Jennifer Brovey,
can be contacted in the journal offices to
answer any questions regarding CommLaw
Conspectus.
The CLSA is also heavily tied to
the Federal Communications Bar
Association Law Students Division, and

works closely on issues with Sam Culla
National Co-Chair of that organization .
All first year CLI students mt
attend Orientation on Saturday Septemt
I 0th, where more details on CU
membership will be available.
Ott
students interested in joining the CL~
can contact CLSA President, Rudy Gei
at the CLSA ~office or at home at (30
933-4301. There is no membership feel
students, a fantastic deal compared
many other student groups while t
benefits of membership are tremendous
The CLSA is also proud
announce its first annual Communicatio
Law and Policy Lecture Series. With ti
support of CLI Director, Professor Harvt
Zuckman, and members of the CLS
Executive Board, the series hopes ·
feature an array of big-name speakers.
Invitations have been sent to FC
Commissioners Susan Ness and Rachel
Chong; Director of the Nation
Telecommunications
Informatio
....
Administration, J.,arry Irving; U.S. We
Vice Pre~ident, Laurence Sargean
Chairman ~ the House Subcommittee c
Telecommunications and Financ1
Representative Edward J. Markey (I
Mass); and others to address the local la
school community on majc
communications issues.

Coalition for
Civil Liberty
The Coalition for the Preservati<
of Civil Liberties (CPCL) is
organization that strives to advocate f
and educate students on issues concernil
civil liberties. The CPCL holds pan
discussions during the year on a variety
issues. We invite speakers from both sid
of the issue involved to present tht
arguments.
In the past we have present1
discussions on such topics as hate speec
and human rights violations in Bosni
Also, we have sponsored guest speake
with other organizations to discuss soci
justice and the law and criminal law wo1
opportunities. During this year we plan 1
continue with programs that force peop
to consider important civil libertari,
issues of the day.
For information on ot
organization, please look for us at tl
Student Bar Association fair at tl
beginning of the school year:

Environment
Law Society
The Environmental Law Sociel
(ELS) provides a forum for studen
interested in current environmental issue
and career opportunities in environment:
law. ELS sponsors numerous prograrn
including issue seminars, Career Night,
recycling program, Earth Day, and fie!
trips. Because of the rapid growth in thi
area of law, a major focus of the group i
to strengthen CUA' s environmental lai
curriculum by acting as a liaison betwee
the students and law school administratio11
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ABAforLaw
Students
The Law Student Division of the
American Bar Association is a national
organization founded to achieve awareness
and promote the involvement of law
students in the aims of the professional
bar. It is both a service organization and
a catalyst for social change through the
ABA. Members of the ABA/LSD are
eligible to join sections of the ABA,
receive numerous publications, participate
in low-cost life and health insurance
programs, and receive funding for law
student-operated projects.

Latino Law
Students
The purpose of this association is
to promote the political, social, cultural,
and economic awareness of the Latino
community through the utilization of legal
skills and training and to promote actively
the recruitment, admission, and retention
of prospective Latino law students
dedicated to the improvement of the
Latino community.
In addition, this association seeks
to work with the law school administration
in providing a healthy academic
environment by creating the mechanisms
necessary for effective orientation,
consultation, and information services for
Latino law students and in seeking
additional sources of financial assistance
for Latino Jaw students.

Law
Review
The Catholic University Law
Review is a scholarly journal that examines
problems of current legal concern.
Published quarterly, it provides members
with intensive training in legal research
and writing and publishes significant
student work. The Catholic University
Law Review is edited and managed solely
by its student staff. Members are selected
on the basis of writing ability and grades
from the group of first and second year
students who participate in the annual
spring writing competition. Contributions
of articles of publishable quality are
solicited from law school students, faculty
members, practicing attorneys and judges,
and other legal scholars.

Jewish
Law Students
The Jewish Law Students
Associations (JLSA) is a member of the
National Jewish Students Network. The
network was founded at Harvard Law
School in 1983 and has since grown to
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include more than fifty law schools.
CUA's chapter is a member of the
Washington Capital Area Region.
The JLSA strives to provide a
sense of community to Jewish students by
assisting with housing, school, and
religious needs. The association also
offers a forum for the discussion of legal,
political, religious, and social issues
affecting the Jewish community in the
United States and abroad.
Through
lectures, discussion groups, newsletters,
and social events, the JLSA seeks to
educate and involve students, faculty, and
the community at large. The JLSA also
furnishes the latest literature on legal,
political, cultural, and religious topics
relevant to the Jewish law student.

Federalist
Society
The Federalist Society for Law
and Public Policy Studies is a nationally
organized group of conservative and
libertarian law students, attorneys,
professors, judges, and policy-makers.
Founded in 1982 at the University of
Chicago School of Law with United States
Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia as a
founding member, the Federalist Society is
committed to the principles of individual
liberty, limited government, and judicial
restraint. The goals of our chapter are to
promote awareness and application of
these principles within the law school
community and to foster intellectual
debate.
The chapter has hosted roundtable
discussions on such timely issues as DC
statehood, the First Amendment and
funding for the arts, and "politically
correct" speech. The Federalist Society
offers its members opportunities to meet
officials from the three branches of
government, as well forums for open
political debate.

Delta
Theta Phi
Delta Theta Phi Law Fraternity,
International, founded in 1900, has
included among its ranks such
distinguished members as Oliver Wendell
Holmes, Sandra Day O'Connor, and Jeane
J. Kirkpatrick. The Hughes Senate at
Columbus School of Law was reactivated
in 1991 by several enthusiastic students
interested in the option · to choose the
fraternity most suited to them.
Delta Theta Phi offers free class
outlines to its members and sponsors
seminars to first-year students on how to
take exams and adjust to life on the run.
Delta Theta Phi has active alumni senates
ready and willing to help members find
and keep jobs in the law field. The
fraternity has sponsored a class on selfdefense techniques and held various social
events throughout the year. Because it is
a newly reactivated senate, there are many
chances to assume leadership positions,
and help build Delta Theta Phi into the
fraternity that we at the Columbus School

of Law want it to be.

Native
Americans
The Native American Law
Students Association (NALSA), formed in
1989, promotes awareness of the issues
facing today's Native American, both in
the law school community and elsewhere.
As Sovereign nations, Indian tribes have
the authority to administer, interpret, and
enforce laws affecting their land and
people. NALSA is also concerned with
publicizing the field of Indian law and
insuring that regular courses are offered.
Past events have included speakers from
the field of Indian law and well-known
artists, as well as an annual gift drive to
benefit underprivileged individuals in the
community.
NALSA is open to all law
students -- an interest in the culture and
heritage of the Native American is the
only prerequisite.

Phi
Delta Phi
Phi Delta Phi Legal Fraternity
was established in 1869 to promote a
higher standard of professional ethics and
culture in law schools and in the
profession at large. The nation's oldest
professional fraternity includes among its
ranks such distinguished members as
William H. Rehnquist, John Paul Stevens,
Byron R. White, Antonin Scalia, Anthony
M. Kennedy, and Sandra Day O'Connor.
The Jaworski Inn at the Columbus School
of Law was reactivated in 1990 and joins
over 165 other student Inns chartered all
over the world.
New members are inducted into
the fraternity annually in a formal
initiation ceremony.
Two honorary

members are also initiated by each Inn at
these ceremonies which afford a real
opportunity to honor outstanding members
of the bar and bench and to further
student-barrister relations. Phi Delta Phi
also offers free class outlines to its
members and advice on specific professors
and classes at CUA law school The
fraternity sponsors several activities during
the year, such as the Ambulance Chase
charity run, guest lecturers, job fairs, and
happy hours.

Republican
Law Students
The Catholic University of
America's Columbus School of Law
chapter of the Republican National
Lawyers Association (RNLA) seeks to act
as a bridge between law and politics.
Through speakers, events, campaign work,
and externship placement assistance, the
RNLA connects Republi~an~iaw students
with the legal aspects o'f politics and
The- Washington area
government.
provides numerous opportunities for such
interaction. Acting alone or with other
RNLA chapters and organizations, CUA's
RNLA provides a forum for law students
interested in politics and government.

Jogging
Law Students

The Learned Feet Running Club
was formed in 1992 with two goals in
mind. The first was to bring together law
students and faculty who share an interest
in running, thus encouraging members not
to get so involved in the academic aspect
of law school that they forget the
importance of a sound mind and body.
Secondly, realizing the importance of
giving back to the community in which we
live and work, the club sponsors and
annual "fun" run, proceeds from which are
donated to a local charity.

Do you want to work for the
flagship student publication of
The Columbus School of Law?

If you are interested in helping
with your student newspaper, attend
the next Editorial Board Meeting.
Friday, September 2nd
7:00PM
Room 109 -- Judicial Notice Office
We need your help!
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Published by the students of the Columbus School
of Law at the Catholic Univerity of America on a
semi-monthly basis.
Sam Coring
Editor

Dan Birmingham
Editor Emeritus

Why A Special Edition?

Make the Most of It
Dan Birmingham
Third Year
Day

This space is normally reserved
for biting political commentary that is sure
to ruffle feathers. However at the request
of some of the more skittish members of
the administration, this space in this first
issue of the year will contain more benign
reflections.
As I sit here in the palatial
offices of Judicial Notice, I would like to
talk about the Columbus School of Law
,- =

It is a special time. It is time to celebrate.

We begin this academic year in one of the finest law school facilities
in the nation, ready to write a new and brillant chapter in the history of an
already venerable institution. It may seem silly to dwell so much on a
building, but the opportunities such an upgrade in physical plant provide are
worth dwelling on for a while.
Because this is such a special occasion, Judicial Notice begins the
year with a special edition. We have put aside our normal features for the
moment to focus on the occasion, to highlight and reflect on what The
Columbus School of Law has to offer. This is a special edition to welcome
back faculty and continuing students and, in a special way, to greet our
arriving first-year students as well.
Inside this issue you will find several unique, one-time features: a
"Who's Who" of the faculty teaching first-year courses, photo features
reflecting on happy times past in the law school's old stomping grounds and
highlighting some of the features of our handsome new building, a profile of
the student organizations here at The Columbus School of Law, and special
messages of greeting from distinguished members of the administration.
It is the hope of Judicial Notice that this special edition is both
informative and tone-setting. We are proud of our law school and don't
mind spending some time bragging on it. As a part of the law school
community, we are in as celebratory a mood as anyone else.
Who said student newspapers have to always pick fights with the
administration and be carping, negative adversaries. When things are going
right, it is time to accentuate the positive and, of course, pass out the kudos.
There are many deserving of gratitude -- not the least of which are
the administrators who have so ably handled the massive logistics of moving
the law school and settling everything into the new building. We hesitate to
name names only for fear of leaving someone deserving out of the list.
Special mention, however, must be made of the hard-working
members of the Transition Coordination Group consisting of Associate Dean
for External and Student Affairs Leah Wortham, Assistant Dean for
Administration Michael Kanne, Assistant Dean for Academic Affairs John
Lord, Library Director Professor Stephen Margeton, Director of Computer
Services Mark Goldberg, Director of Special Events and Student Activities
Joan Vorrasi, and Director of Faculty Support Stephanie Michael.
Congratulations to one and all for a job well done.
But, dear Judicial Notice readers, do not despair. The next edition
of Judicial Notice will bring back all the features you have come to know
and love -- as well as some new features we are certain you will enjoy.

"Imprimatur Emeritus"
with Dan Birmingham
and the many benefits and pleasures that it
has to offer. Obviously the main feature
of this new academic year is our new
home. The new law building (known as
Nixon Hall to many) is finally complete
and ready for operation. For those of us
who had to spend time in Leahy Hall, the
transition is like going from Kansas to Oz.
No offense to the great state of Kansas.
Catholic University now has a
state-of-the-art law facility matched by
none. From the massive library to the topof-the-line computer equipment and from
the student-life areas to the increased
faculty offices, the Columbus School of
Law sure has something to be proud of.
What does all of this mean? It
means that no longer will there be
cramped study space in our law school's
library. It means that there will be a
greater sense of community among faculty,
students, and staff now that all members of
the law school are housed in ene building

-- as opposed to the three buildings that
we used to occupy spread throughout
campus last year.
Most importantly, however, the
new law building means that we can attain
a greater standing among the law schools
throughout the nation. For many years,
Catholic University was held back in the
ratings because of our physical plant.
From cramped quarters to sub-standard
facilities, we did not rate very well in
comparison to many of the other law
schools throughout the country. Now that
we have great facilities, we can expect to
see ourselves move up in the ranks of
legal academia. This then will translate
(hopefully) to better job offers to our
graduates and higher salaries. Reputation
is very important to potential employers.
Not to be overlooked is the
enhanced learning ~~osphere that this
new building offers. It goes without
saying that wftllout the distractions of a
schizophrenic heating and cooling system
and leaky roofs or the joy of running to
classes between Leahy and McMahon
Halis in the rain or sub-zero temperatures,
we will be sure to learn about more than
the tort liability the University enjoys.
But as important as buildings and
facilities are, these physical things are not
as important as the people who make up a
law school or any other institution. It is
up to us to be worthy of this building.
We should use it for the great purposes for
which it was designed. Legal research
and writing, LEXIS/NEXIS searches, law
review notes, and the never-ending
studying should be looked at as more than
just things we need to do to put the initials
"J.D." after our names. We should grab
this opportunity as a means of changing
the world in which we live.
The law has far-reaching effects
which can enable us to shape the way
people think and act. As members of the
legal community, we have the potential to
change and shape the very law that we
study. Many of our faculty haye written
law review notes that have been cited in
many court cases that have been the
bedrock of interpreting laws and
constitutions.
The point here is to take
advantage of this new building and this
law school.

Editorial Board (for '94-'95): To be announced. Editor-in-Chief:
Sam Coring. Assistant Editor: Jim Renne. Editor Emeritus: Dan
Birmingham. Photo Editor: Bill Shiraki.
Contributors to this issue: Sam Coring, Dan Birmingham, Chuck
Clapton, Ralph Rohner, George Garvey, John Lord, Michael Kanne, Joan
Vorrasi, Stephen Margeton, Amy Thompson, Marya Dennis, Mark Goldberg,
Harvey Zuckman, and student organization leaders.
Editorial Policy: Opinions expressed in items featured in Judicial
Notice do not necessarily reflect the views of Judicial Notice, its Editorial
Board, or staff. All readers are encouraged to submit letters, classified ads,
or other material for publication. Such items should be submitted on 3.5 inch
computer disc in WordPerfect format and may be dropped off in the Judicial
Notice office in Room 109, just off the Student Lounge. Judicial Notice is
a student-run publication relying entirely upon the help of volunteers. If you
would like to get involved, please contact Editor-in-Chief Sam Coring.
10

Judicial Notice

Commentary

JN Alumni: Letters from the Editors
As a treat in this special edition,
instead of printing letters to the editor, we
are featuring letters from past editors of
Judicial Notice with their reflections and
observations on the occasion of the
opening of the new law school building.

makes a difference, and really, what more
building -- into reality!
building! It is nice to know that this longcould I ask for.
There is a strong sense of
time goal has finally been obtained and
community at this law school. You may
During my time at CUA, I spent
that CUA can now begin preparing its
sometimes feel at odds with yourself and
two and a half years working with Judicial
future attorneys in style.
your fellow law students, you will find
Notice, serving as the Editor-in-Chief in
In closing, I encourage all of you
that if you allow yourself to care, to
my third year. Some of my fondest
to explore your opportunities for the future
become involved, to open your hearts to
memories come from that cramped little
and do not be afraid to take a chance.
the people around you, something
office in the basement of Keane Hall. At
Working for an Indian tribe may not be
intangible will develop. There are many
times, I do not think I would have made it
for everyone, but it certainly shows that
people with whom I shared my CUA law
through law school without this diversion
your options are endless. Most of all, be
school experience who touched and
and I encourage all of you to get involved
honest with yourself -- only then can you
with some type of an activity that will
changed my life. Although I have not
truly find happiness.
help you forget (at least temporarily) about
been able to stay in contact with everyone
Teri Poust
your studies.
whom I would have liked to, I continue to
Judicial Notice Editor 1992
carry these people and my love for them
Congratulations on the new
with me every day. I am a better p e r s o n - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - for my time spent as part of the CUA law
school community.
Although I live in California,
there is a part of me that will always be at
Chuck Clapton
be achieved if all th.: students, particularly
the law school and a part of the law school
President
first-years, are willing to volunteer and
that will always be with me. To the
Student
Bar
Association
commit their time and energy to build this
present and future classes of the Columbus
school into something that we can all be
School of Law: please take the time to
On
behalf
of
the
Student
Bar
proud
of.
get to know the people around you. Law
Association,
welcome
to
the
new
The first important event of the
school is not just about going to class,
Columbus School of Law.
I hope
fall calendar will be the SBA Picnic. This
passing exams, and receiving your J.D.
everyone is as excited as I am about being
event traditionally kicks off the beginning
degree. Take the time to know, really
in this incredible new building and looking
of the fall semester and is usually a great
know, your classmates, faculty and
forward to all of the new opportunities
way for first years to come out and meet
administrators. Otherwise, I know you
which
will be available to us as students in
the rest of the school. In addition to the
will miss out on the richness of the special
one of the best facilities in the area.
cookout and beer truck, this year we' ll
community that CUA law has to offer.
Additionally,
I would like to congratulate
hold a celebrity whiffle ball game between
I hope to see many of you at
all of the incoming first-years on your
students and faculty. There will also be
Dedication.
decision
to attend law school here. I think
representatives from many student groups
Tamara L. McNulty
it is a decision you will never regret.
available to meet with anyone interested in
Judicial Notice Editor 1991
joining.

Dear Readers:
Congratulations on the opening of
the new law school building!
I graduated from the law school
in 1990. One of my biggest reasons for
entering law school was to be able to
practice environmental law. At present,
I'm an attorney with the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency's Region
II office in New York City, helping to
enforce the Superfund statute. Along the
way to becoming an attorney, I spent some
time as editor of Judicial Notice ('89 '90).
My JN days were some of the
best I spent in law school. My colleagues
and I working on JN back then saw our
mission, at least in part, as helping to
foster the sense of community that makes
this law school. Of course, the community
would have been truly thriving had we had
an espresso bar in Keane Hall, especially
for the JN staff, when we worked late into
the night to produce a new issue.
This semester marks the first for
the CUA law community in the new law
building. The wonderful new facility,
designed and engineered over many years,
with the input of so many positivethinking people, will certainly overcome
Dear Readers:
many of the challenges the law school
When contacted about writing this
faced in its former outdated, scattered
letter, my first thoughts were that my
condition.
Ironically, though, the
accomplishments in the two years since
conditions of the old law school often
graduation have been rather limited.
acted as rallying points for our
community. •
Basically, I took the Bar and went to
May I suggest to you one work. But as I looked back, I realized that
challenge, the answer to which remains to there is more to it than that.
be found as you explore the new building:
I graduated from CUA Law in
whether and how the old sense of May of 1992. From there, I moved to
community can find a home in the rural Alabama (a definite change from
sumptuous new quarters of the building. Southern California) and began working as
It' s an important challenge, and one that the Tribal Attorney with the Poarch Band
rests to large extent on your shoulders -- of Creek Indians. To say that I was a
because if the old community doesn't find little frightened with my decision would be
a new home, the Columbus School of Law putting it mildly.
No one could ever argue that my
will have lost a great deal in making the
position is not a challenging one. One day
big move.
Good luck in this inaugural year, I could be working on issues such as
enjoy all of the wonderful things the new contracts, gaming, or worker's
building has to offer, and be proud to be a · compensation; the next, bankruptcy,
part of the CUA community where great taxation, or even archeology. Throwing in
the fact that a federally-recognized Indian
things can and do happen.
Carl P. Garvey tribe is involved serves only to complicate
matters and add another step to the
Judicial Notice Editor 1990 analysis. Furthermore, . it always seems
that once I become comfortable with one
Dear Reader:
subject, I have to set it aside and look at
Incredible! It' s hard to believe another.
the day has finally arrived that the new
But really I cannot imagine a
law school building is finished. There are better first job. There are very few areas
so many law school students, alumni, that I do not know something about and I
administrators, and faculty who have made deal frequently with our governor,
such an effort to produce what you now legislators, and even with the office of the
see as your law school home today. Secretary of the Interior. While at times I
Congratulations to each and everyone who feel as though I am knocking my head
helped bring this dream -- and this new against a wall, I know that my being here
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SBA On The Move
~

"From the President's Desk"
Chuck Clapton
The purpose of this column,
which will appear in each issue of Judicial
Notice, will be to address issues related to
the Student Bar Association. As you may
or may not know, the SBA is the elected
student government representing the
interests of the students here. Each article
will seek to explain what is going on with
the SBA, provide a calendar of upcoming
events, and occasionally poke fun at John
Shaw.
Before going into the calendar of
events, I want to detail briefly my goals
for the SBA during the coming year. I
strongly believe that this new law school
facility is one of the best in the nation. I
want the SBA to do everything possible to
foster and promote this belief within the
law school and the outside community.
This commitment to excellence can only

Within the next few weeks the
presidents of all the student groups, the
SBA Student Group Liaison, and I will be
meeting to chart a plan for the upcoming
year. Some important items on the agenda
for the meeting will be an explanation of
the budget process for student group
funding; discussion of possible service
projects; and other upcoming programming
events, including the possibility of
bringing high profile speakers to campus.
Two other important events which will be
occurring in the fall are the dedication of
the new law school and a planned interschool softball tournament between all the
area law schools. Watch your student
folder and the video message board for
more information on dates, times and
locations.
Finally I want to stress again my
commitment to use the SBA to promote
the reputation and prestige of this
institution. Every student here should feel
free to speak to me or any SBA member
about any ideas they may have in this
regard. One area of particular interest will
be any suggestions concerning possible
public or community outreach projects.
To facilitate this type of
communication, all SBA Board Members
and J will be posting a regular schedule of
office hours when we will be available to
respond to student questions and
suggestions. Our office is located just off
the Student Lounge on the ground floor.
Thanks for tahng the time to read
this and enjoy the rest of the semester.
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From Old...

Above: Some things will never change. Students in Leahy Hall anxiously await their grades,
just as they will in the new facility. Nicer surroundings don't necessarily speed up the grade
reporting of certain professors.

fSI ~,

"~liJ

Above: Leahy Hall. Will we really miss that majestic facade?
Probably not. But the blessed memories, they will never die.
Below: One of the many student picnics sponsored by the
Student Bar Association out on the lawn on the East side of
Leahy Hall. This site, once the location of trailers housing
administrative offices of the law school, was also the venue for
a number of memorable, fun-filled events.

Above: The White Library in Leahy Hall was home to many a studious soul. Below: There
were a lot of great times in the old digs. Here "Chef John Lordini" lends a good-humored
hand at a student fundraiser for boarder babies.
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... To New _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

ta

Above: Desks in the new law school classrooms are impressive millwork be sure. The seal
of The Catholic University of America is prominent throughout tM',b ew building.

Above: The doors have opened! The entrance to our longawaited new facility. Befow: The atrium in the heart ofthe new
building has already proven a sort of town square -- a great
place to gather and visit, set up orientation lines, and keep an
out for anyone you may be searching for. This picture shows
the chandeliers lowered for cleaning before students arrived.

Above: The grounds of the new law school put the rest ·o f the University's landscaping to
shame. Below: One of the most impressive features of the new building, the moot court rooms
are nicer than most real-life functioning courtrooms across the nation.

August 24, 1994
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Name Change
Reflects Focus
On Student Life

--~~-----

,.......,..~'.,.;,.;,;,;,;..

Dean Kanne:
Bring Building
Concerns to Me

~ . .

Michael R. Kanne
Assistant Dean
for Administration

Joan Sheehan Vorrasi
Director
Office of Student Life and
Special Events

The Keane Hall "sub-basement"
Office of Special Events and Student
Activities has moved up in the world! To
go along with our new third-floor office
(with windows!), we also have a new
name: The Office of Student Life and
Special Events. This name change was Our Judicial Notice photographer has captured a prize photograph of a
needed to reflect the very general "student forbidden vantage point for most students, the view from the plush faculty
life" responsibilities we handle; some of lounge. This may be the only time you ever get a glimpse.
those responsibilities are outlined here.
Our space and name may be new, but the
services and faces are not.
Our office functions as the law
school liaison with the University's Offic'eof Student Activities, the Office of
Mark Goldberg
With the once-in-a-lifetime ahility
Residential Services, Morrison's "Cafe"
to really plan things right from the start,
Director
and ARA Vending Services. (And yes,
the law school has put the foundation in
Computer Services
problems with the vending machines
this building for high-speed access to the
should definitely be reported to us.) We
Vice President Gore's
Have you ever wondered what it Internet,
work closely with the Student Bar
would be like to drive a brand-new, cherry Information Highway, and many other
Association and all of the student
digital networks that we would want to
red Porsche down the German Autobahn?
organizations to organize and plan the
drive.
Speeding from 60 to 150 mph while
variety of student events that take place
You will now be able to sit at a
shifting through high-precision gears,
here at the law school, from guest lecturers
carrel in the library or the computer lab,
pressing the accelerator closer to the
to happy hours, from orientation to
floor ...
and log into Lexis or Westlaw via fibergraduation.
We work closely with the
optic cable, across the Internet and without
Well, if you have ever thought
SBA and student groups on a variety of about it but have never done it, you need
the need for a modem and telephone line.
community service activities. Any student to know that there is a high-speed access
You can search the Library of Congress,
interested in working on these volunteer ramp right here in Washington, D.C. This
the FBI, CIA, GAO, DOE~ and most of
activities is encouraged to stop by or call
the other government acronyms you can
ramp will put you on a highway with no
our office.
think of.
end in sight, a highway with no speed
All requests for room reservations traps, known as the INTERNET.
Getting around on the Internet is
come to our office, and we work every
made easy through a sophisticated menu
day with faculty and student groups to
system called "Gopher," which can take
schedule meetings and special events. We
you around the globe in Internet and
also oversee the publicity tables in the
provide huge amounts of data that can be
student lounge, the video message system,
students to recharge their laptops.
student mailboxes, lockers and many other
The Columbus School of Law
things which help make your life easier.
now has the facilities and technology to
Lisa Shanholtzer has the primary
provide our students an even higher level
responsibility for processing room
of education and experience through this
.reservation requests. Lisa also prepares
technology that many other law schools
our internal newsletter, "Headnotes," which
cannot provide.
By building in the
is a great way to publicize student group
technology today we will be able to
meetings and events, administrative
develop new and innovative ways of
notices, even birthdays (for any and all
teaching and learning in the future.
who wish to be listed). Many of you have
When students graduate from The
already met Mary Beth Condon, who is
Columbus School of Law they should have
an edge over many other law graduates
responsible for the FASCARD which will
Special Guest Column
who have never seen the Internet or
allow you entry into the building. If you ·
Mark Goldberg
Information Highway.
lose your card, please contact Mary Beth
I hope all of you will take
immediately on ext. 5735, so that she can
advantage of these new capabilities by
cancel that card and issue you a new one. searched for specific information and
obtaining a VAX account on the
Mary Beth also handles the law school detail. The information available here is
University mainframe, which will give you
"mug book" - which is a photo directory vast, and everyone should take advantage
a license to drive on this autobahn. Once
of all faculty, students and staff. Sandy of this access and the investment the law
you have an account you will have an
McGee creates and tracks the "paper trail" school has made in technology.
We have wired every carrel in the
electronic mailbox which can send to and
for requisitions and purchase orders for
receive from anyone in the world on the
our office and student organizations. library for network access, and even two
Internet.
Sandy works with the student organization classrooms have network connections at
You can even use it from the
leaders in placing orders and keeping their every seat. We think that more and more
students will be toting laptop computers in
comfort of your own living room, with a
accounts in order.
computer and a modem. VAX account
We all look forward to meeting the future and have thought of new ways
applit:ations and more information are
the members of the classes of 1997 and to allow them to take advantage of this
available from the Computer Services
1998 as well as welcoming back returning technology -- we even put power plugs in
some of the lockers in the library for
department in suite 315.
students.

Internet: It's Here
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Welcome to the new school year
in the new law school building! I know
it's hard to believe that the summer is over
and school is starting, but here we are.
The administration is here to help
(;V;:,yone, and I'd like to take a moment to
review the responsibilities of my particular
office, but first let me remind you that in
a new building there are bound to be some
kinks for us to work out.
We are almost as new in this
building as you are, so your patience will
I

I

Special Guest Column
Dean Michael Kanne
be appreciated as we begin this process
together.
We want to know about any
problems you may encounter, but we all
need to remember that solutions may riot
·
be immediately available.
Now speaking of problems and
solutions, let me give you ·a rundqwn of
my office. My staff and I are responsible
for the administration and coordination of
central support services for the law school.
These support services in~lude
maintaining the computers ·and
communications systems; purchasing and
budget execution; dealing with
housekeeping, heating, cooling, and
general physical plant; holding high-value
lost and found items (less valuable items
are held in the library); and administering
student part-time help.
If you have questions or problems
in any of these departments you can
contact the appropriate director -- Mark
Goldberg, Director of Computer Services
in Room 315, or Stephanie Michael,
Director of Faculty Support Services in
Room 478.
My secretary, Mary Ellen Dodson,
Administrative Assistant, Tim McCook,
Budget Administrator, Gayle Campbell,
and myself are all located in Room 451.
They are all available to assist
you with any building-related questions or
problems. Don't hesitate to approach us.
We look forward to a productive
and exciting year in the new building.
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Garvey: A Look At Academic Services
George Garvey
Associate Dean
for Academic Affairs
The Office of the Associate Dean
for Academic Affairs serves students and
faculty in all matters relaiing t o the
academic rules, program, and schedule.
Serving with me in this office is
John Lord, Assistant Dean for Academic
Affairs and Natividad Garcia, Assistant
Dean for Academic Services. We are all
assisted by Doris Malig and Debra
Hopkins. Gladys Ellett also provides
special support for the several law school
institutes and programs.
.
Our responsibilities are both
macro, (i.e., ensuring the best possible
academic program for the entire
community), and micro, (i.e., seeing, as
best we can, that we are aware of
individual concerns and that they are
addressed in a timely fashion).
The distance between Leahy and
Keane Halls made it difficult in recent
years for the Associate Dean's office to

have day-to-day contact with students. We
are hoping to end this isolation now that
we all share a common facility. I would
like to introduce students to some of the

Special Guest Column
Dean George Garvey
key personnel in academic affairs and their
roles.
Doris and Debra are located in

Room 343. They are the initial contact
persons in our office and can provide
answers for most routine questions.
Dean Garcia can provide
infonnation about students' records, grades
and ranks in class. She also ensures the
proper completion of bar certification
fonns.
Dean Lord is the master of the
academic rules.
Questions about the
application of the rules, and requests for
exemptions, should be addressed to Dean
Lord.
The technicalities aside, as a unit
we try to administer the academic program
in a sensible and humane way. Any
student with a serious problem or concern
-- especially if it is adversely affecting a
student's perfonnance or causing undue
anxiety -- should come to see us.
Few things are more frustrating
than learning that a student has taken
exams while under extraordinary pressure,
(e.g., the death or critical illness of a
family member).
We can reschedule
examinations when necessary but we

cannot change grades after the fact. We
may or may not have a solution for every
problem, but we do listen and do our best.
Most of my regular, personal
contact with students is limited to evening
division students, since I only teach in the
evening.
To ensure consistency and
fairness, Dean Lord makes the initial call
on most special requests, and I have great
respect for his judgment. But I do like to
keep in touch with the life of students
around here and I do appreciate knowing
what is going well and what is not, from
the students' perspective.
This is, of course, a very brief
overview of the Academic Office.
I
would be happy to continue a dialogue
with the students, through Judicial Notice
or directly, to ensure that the academic
support we provide is the best possible
given our finite resources (Would it
surprise anyone to know-~hat I teach in the
area of law and economics?).

Wortham: Building Helps Accessibility
Stangert, Capital Campaign; and Monica
extremely hard on the zillions of details
Rohner, Alumni & Annual Fund.
involved in that transition. Let me just
In our new building, all of acknowledge the "core group" who
these offices except Legal Career Services
managed the effort, ably supported by
are
located
on
the
east
third
floor
corridor
others in their offices: Assistant Deans,
As Deans Rohner and Garvey
overlooking John McConnackRoad along
Michael Kanne and John Lord; Director of
have written, we are all pleased to be
with Dean Rohner and Dean Garvey's
Student Life and Special Events, Joan
joined in one building. This summer, we
offices. LCS was placed on the first floor
Vorrasi; Director of Computer Services,
found that the atrium functioned as a
for convenience of employers coming to
Mark Goldberg; Assistant to the Dean,
interview and students who make daily
Georgia Niedzielko; Budget Administrator,
perusals of the LCS library and bulletin
Gayle Campbell; Director of Faculty
boards or otherwise "check-in" with the
Support, Stephanie Michael; Columbus
LCS staff.
Community Legal Services Office
In most cases, students'
Manager, Diane Weldon; Library Director,
business with these offices is handled
Professor Stephen Margeton.
through their contact with their excellent
At another point, I . will
directors and staffs. Much ofmy personal
attempt to catalogue the many people's
efforts that went into the -move and
contact with students comes through my
teaching of Professional Responsibility and transition so you may join me in thanking
in the Becoming a Lawyer Program.
those responsible. As one example, you
My professional activities can sometime ask Mary Dodson and Mary
Beth Condon what it is like to plan the
outside · the law school also are
The
concentrated in these fields. I have been
keying system for 326 doors.
on
the
Ethics
Committee
of
the
D.C.
Bar
groundwork
for
the
move
was
laid
by
a
Special Guest Column
larger Transition Task Force who worked
for five years serving last year as ViceDeanLeah Wortham
last fall and winter on identifying the
Chair and this year as Chair. I lecture,
teach continuing legal education, and many issues to be considered' in the
wonderful "town square" to greet people
transition.
consult in legal ethics as well.
daily and · -spot people .·. we had been
I continue to spend
I was chair of the Externship
meaning to track_down. I look forward to
Committee of the Clinical Section of tht: considerable _time on working with the
seeing more students on a day to day basis
American Association of Law Schools for CUA Construction office, the contractor
. than in th~ • old Leahy/Keane/McMahon
two years. Currently I am on the editorial and architects on completion of the last .
·
separation.
board of the Clinical Law Review, a peer items as well as working with the ,
As many of you know, I am . edited journal based at .New York Dedication Task Force, ably · headed by
,. r~sponsible for the law school's student
University, and on the planning committee Tony Stangert, Capital Campaign Director,
services outside the academic area as well ' for the AALS Clinical Workshop to be and supported by Dedication Coordinator, . as handling relations · with . alumni .• arid held in May 1995.
Lynne Simolieau, Class of '93.
..others in thet'o11tside world;'' 1; and the .
]n the past seven years, a great ·
- l am the "designated dean"
Jaw schooi(
fortunate to have deaf of iny . tiine was devoted to the · under the Rules of Professional Conduct
\ superb directots,in the six:
involved: chairing .the · building committee. This for ·Law Students. In .· this context I
·: tometta -~ildy, · Admissions; Marya ·spring that focus broadened to working on consult with faculty and students 'oil
l):nnis, Fin,ancial Aid; Ainy Thompson, the move and transition to the new whether condlre.t may constitute a violation ·
.. Ltgal . C ~ Services; J9{111 · Vorrasi, building: ldo not ))ave space here to list that ,must be reported and make
Leah Wortham
Associate Dean for External and
Student Affairs

~

to

are very

Student

..-·

areas

Liff .and Special Even~; Tony

a

all . the law school staff who worked

consult with the Honor Board Chair on
referral of matters to the Honor Board.
This summer I was fortunate
to hire Maryse Horblitt as the new
secretary in my office. She comes to us
from the Dean of Students' Office at
Trinity College where she handled very
similar student information and
administrative tasks. In addition to ably
supporting my work, Maryse provides
back-up to the financial aid staff in
working with students on grant and loan
.matters.
When students have a nonacademic question or problem that falls
outside Dean Garvey's area of
responsibility and are unsure where to go,
the Student Life & Specfal Events office
in 341 and my office next door in 342 are
good places to begin. We should be able
to point you in the right direction for
information or help. I also would be glad
to hear your concerns, suggestions, and
constructive criticisms on the student
services we provide at the law school.

Judicial Notice
Fall Schedule of
Publication
August 24th
September 14th
· S~ptember 28th
October 12th
· October 26th .
November 9th
· November 23rd

preliminary review of allegations and
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Dean Lord Reflects: The View From Here
and walk now, taking with me a $30 1000
and that when t~at happened, the m~aning
of. the. eritire process became obscured.
debt for having had the opportunity to find
Because, or' course, tomorrow is never out that this isn't what I want to do? The
guaranteed. Law school should be a house
Senegalaise, a very wise people with
that we live in and not a tunnel that we
whom I have had the opportunity to spend
Wh
I
ad
d fr.
1
f;
d
.
.
•
1·&: h
··
·
en
gr uate
om aw
.
back·~- ~ o"O~s,• my· drive through at the. blastest· 1ega1"spee· : • a little time m my 11e,
school some tune
m -~me
· ave· · an· express10n:
i:.
• ~ d ec1S1on
• • t o· •. We· become. . venta e 1ssue-spottmg
"When. you're gomg m• •tne wrong
·
?
• h
colleagues mad e. th e du·b·10us
said
abut
at
what
expense.
I
direction,
a step backwards 1s a step mt e
.
wizards,
I
h
t
h
h t·
.
•
h ·
' d ' h·
select me to represent t em a
.
.h h
· " left the audience
wit. .t ose t oug ts .-o
right direction." I ave
commencement as "speaker· o f the c1·ass.
.
• repeate t 1sh" to
11
. the process o·f scavengmg
· •.
ponder . 1f they ·:. wished. . I am sh · · many
students.
. ,Sometimes
.
•the easy t mg
Recently · m
.
1t, hones.t
·
f
&:
d.
•
.d
pondermg
them
today.
1s
to
keep
gomg,
while
the
d1fficu
'
·
.
.
.
.
throu gh reams o 1orgotten an mis 611e
I went on to quote from a few of thmg 1s. to stop.
My parents. will be so
· •t fr om .
.
documents as we· made our fima1 ex1
my classmates. I quoted the fell<lw who disappomted m me. I have failed at other
said in Torts: : "I believe that the hottest
undertakings. I am motivated not by the
place in hell is reserved for the person . notion of success, but by my fear of
who, in a time of crisis, does nothing."
failure. Negative motivation is rarely the
context for the achievement of personal
That rang.true. And many ofus, including
myself, believe · that we are in a time of excellence. And sometimes we're going
crisis now.
too fast to even stop and think about
stopping. And so it goes.
Many of the hopes that I hold for
And what of those of us who
the evolution of community here in the
new building we~e reflected in the tenor of have come to law school with the goal of
those remarks. During the five years that
acquiring a J.D. so that we might be better
I have served as assistant dean, I have
public servants? Those of us who have
responded to the plight of abused children,
dealt with hundreds of students in crisis -personal crisis, family crisis, medical
unrepresented criminal defendants, small
crisis, spiritual crisis, intellectual crisis. I
business people taken advantage of, senior
Special Guest Column
have dealt · wit\ an equal number of citizens, etc.? These are not the big bucks
Dean John Lord
students who have been ex~eri~ncing ~he jobs. How do we create an environment
in which those who are willing to help in
sublime rewards and downright JOY which
can-follow.a healthy, bold and openhea~ed
this way are able to do so? Does not the
Keane Hall, I uncovered my notes for that
approach to the mental and .physical
very existence of the "mortgage without
speech. (After all, I must have figured at
the house" preclude the opportunity to do
challenges of law school. But, it cannot
the time, surely some day they would be
be denied that the national environment_ in
good? These are not new questions, but
worth a truckload at Sotheby's). My
1994 is far different from that which
they are hard questions. Because they are
observations that fine May morning were
existed when I left school only ·a decade · not new does not mean they will go away.
preceded by those of an eminent jurist,
ago. Jobs were tight then; they're tighter
We must face them. Students ask them of
who spoke at great length and with great
now.
us and of each other, every day. The
intellectual v~gor about the reform of the
capital ~ampaign for the new building has
The joke was .still going aro~nd
rules of federal procedure; I was told after
then about the fellow w~o, upon retu~mn~
postponed any substantial efforts to raise
the fact by several only slightly inebriated
to
Hel_l
for
the
second
time
an~
find1~g
it
money
for an extended scholarship or loan
classmates that my remarks were, by
!hen
he
had
on
his
previous
forgiveness
program. I hope that one 9f
far
worse
comparison, interesting. Personally, I have
visit,
was
told
by
Lucifer
·
"Oh,
you
must
our
highest
priorities, once we can focus
precious little recollection of the day,
have
been
in
our
summer
associates
our
attention
on goals other than the
which is ironic, given the fact that all law
program."
Back
in
those
days
people
got
obviously
predominant
"bricks and sticks"
students fantasize about graduation intently
(~appily)
fund
raising
effort,
will
be increased
the
joke.
Even
the
big
firms
have
and for so long before it actually occurs.
support for the academic program that
And I know that my father didn't hear a cut back now on their July and A~gu~t
thrived so excellently in that hot,
courting excesses. But, law school d1dn t
word of my speech: he was too busy
John F. Lord
Assistant' Dean
for Academic Affairs

wandering around the auditorium seeking
cost as much then as it does now, either.
prime vantage points from which to snap
I emerged with a hefty debt that I paid
· my picture as I orated. The family album
back almost faithfully for ten years. Last
contains twenty-three or four such
year I wrote the biggest check I probably
photographs, each taken from a distance of will ever write and paid it off in full.
about seventy or eighty yards, each
Better to be savings free and debt free than
showing a small, balding, red-faced, white
debt-laden with a few bucks in the bank, I
guy in a black robe standing behind a
figured .
And I must say I do feel
match box podium at the far end of a
psychically lighter. An incoming student
darkened room. He is very proud of them.
now who must borrow the cost of
As I re-read the notes I had
attendance should realistically expect to
scribbled for that speech in the frantic,
leave law school with a debt in the seventy
joyous hours following my final law to ninety thousand dollar range. Paid back
school exam (yes, it was Commercial
over a ten or fifteen year period, this in
Transactions), I realized that many of the fact amounts to several hundred thousand
complaints and perceived deprivations I dollars. Interest payments easily double, if
experienced as a law student and promised not triple, the original loan amount. A
to do something about have changed very mortgage without a house.
little in the succeeding decade. In fact, if
For students who are not sure
anything, the pressures I described then why they are here, or find that they do not
have for many young people only enjoy the study of law as they thought
intensified.
they would, the dilemma is doubly
I talked about the fact that for all deviling: what to do now? Do I stay, in
qf us who had spent three or four years in order to earn the degree so that I can at
law school, at one time or another the ' least make the money to pay back the debt ·
pressure had been sufficient to affect in an I have accrued learning that this is · not
unwholesome way the quality of our lives, what I want to do? Or do I cut my losses
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crumbling box we called Le~y Ha.II.

"We have an opportunity
here to build. .. "

And students ask: how does the
development of new, arcane areas of legal
scholarship help the people? For example,
I am asked "What about this relatively
new field of legal thought called
"communitarianism?" What does it really,
at the practical level, have to do with
community? Like so many academic legal
ideas, where do I look to see it making
much difference in the life of the
indiv:idual? A vast amount of first-rate
intellectual energy is poured into the
writing of articles that -- literally -- are
sometimes never read by anyone except
the writer and several editors. .If, students
ask, assuming arguendo that the world is
falliµg apart, is there not a better way for

professionals to channel their brilliance?
Is th.ere ilot a more vibrant forum for the
expression of good works? These are the

questions that students ask us regularly.
This line of -questioning has become a
cottage industry. Because- these are not
new questions does not mean they do not
deserve answers.
And it is often these young
people, the ones who truly wish to do
good, the ones who are not primarily
driven by the des'ire to earn, who end up
in my . office . complaining of the
archetypical maladies of the first year law
student. I remarked in my graduation
speech that, among the members of that
Class of '85, stomach ulcers were as
· 'common as canned briefs. I was only half
joking. Migraine headaches, insomnia, the
breakdown of relationships, all of this and
more followed in law school from time to
time upon the heels of the decision of a
young person who had never signed a
lease or bought a car or written a resume
to take on an enormous...de6t in order to
pursue entry into a profe1sion he or she
knew very little abo'ttt. The more things
change, the more they stay the same.
So how do we help each other?
I think the answer is that we help each
other by building bridges, not fences . Arid
it is bridges and not fences that I hope to
see constructed at the law school this year.
I hope to hear and participate in plenty of
vigorous, dignified debate. I hope for the
creation of ever-greater centrifugal force
and ever less polarization.
In short,
movement toward a greater sense of
community. We are all in this together.
There is no us and there is no them.
There is only we the people.
Your instructors and professors
know more law than you do. This does
not necessarily mean that they are smarter
or, certainly, . better people than you are.
Some are brilliant; some of you are, too.
The most intelligent professional, like the
least, is as foibled as any other of God's
creatures. All of your teachers here are
your human colleagues and will treat you
as such. And while some, both inside and
outside the law school community, have
questioned the wisdom of building a
beautiful new home on the branch of tree
whose urban roots are unhealthy, we have
entered into an experiment of community
from which there is no turning back. Let
us do it right.
Ten years ago the last surviving
patient of Sigmund Freud passed away.
His name was Dr. Abram Kardiner. In
his New York Times obituary it said: "Dr.
Kardiner held that man has an obligation
to learn what the 'breaking point' of his
society is, and then to take steps to relieve
or eliminate the pressures." Here in our
new home our community will be reflected
daily in the ways we relieve pressures for
each other. Thought and care are how we
reflect our respect for each other.
As the Dean said in his letter to you of
earlier this month, this is clearly an
historic semester for the Columbus School
of Law. We have an opportunity here to
build, with discernment and reflection, a

fine place to study, work, pray, and play.
Let us do it. I'm glad I'm here, and I'm

glad you're here, too.

Judicial Notice

Movie Review
"Forre.st Gump" A Touching and Hilarious Tour of U.S. History
Intelligently directed by the very
inventiv~ Robert Zemckis, the film · ~ells
that story of a young man of borderline·

Harvey Zuckman
Professor of Law

a crash-course_in r~cent American history

bus stop while offering them candy, _"My
mamma alway~ saicf, 'Lif~ is like a box of
as seen through the eyes of a simple and
chocolates -- you never know what you are
innocent young-man. The producers have
going to get."'
,intelligence (75 JQ) whose moth~r battles . appeared to· have spared no expense in
1,
. But if you choose to see F(!rrest
to get him .a . normal education.
He , presenting this history both accurately and
discovers, because of intQlerant fellow, . entertainingly. At the two · showings. I Gump, you'll know exactly what it is
you' II be getting -- _ an exceedingly
stuc;lents ~ho · chase h.im with stones
attended, the biggest audience -reaction
intelligent, heartwarming, and educational
·because ~e _is different, a gift for running.
came when Forrest, who had been put up
"run" through twenty years of American
T,his gift ~ccidently propels him first into
in the Watergate Hotel while visiting
history
with one of the most engaging
becoming ,an All-American football hero at
Nixon, looks out of his room during the ·
characters
to come out of !follywood in
Alabama under Bear Bryant and then a
night, sees a multitude of flashlights in an
many
years,
played brillantly by Hanks.
Congressional _Medal of Honor winner in
office across the complex and . calls
You'll
also be getting an
Vietnam.
security, reaching Frank Wells, the guard
outstanding
screenplay
and supporting cast
As a result of his exploits, he
who is credited with discovering the
headed
by
Robin
Wright,
as Gump's friend
meets, through the wizardry ,of computer
break-in at the Democratic National
Jenny,
and
Gary
Sinese,
as his Vietnam
graphics altering old newsreels, Presidents
Committee office. You have to see this
War
commanding
officer,
who loses his
Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon and
scene to appreciate its delicious irony.
legs
there,
and
who
later,
after terrible
becomes both a witness to and a
To compress so much history and
of
depression
and
self-pity,
becomes
bouts
participant in the major events of
Gump's personal story into slightly more
Gump's
business
partht?r
in
the
shrimping
American history between the late 1950's
than two hours running time, Zemeckis
industry.
and the late 1970' s. These include the
used some very creative seques and
You' II also get a soundtrack
rock-and-roll revolution with Elvis, the
literary devices, such as showing ancestors
featuring some of the great music of the
forcible desegregation of the University of
of various persons involved with Gump
era and, of course, the artful direction of
Alabama (after George Wallace's
throughout our history.
Zemeckis.
misbegotten obstruction), the Vietnam War
And don't wait for the video.
The theme of the movie is the
and the protest movement spawned by it,
The special newsreel effects and Vietnam
Watergate, and the beginnings of the AIDS randomness and unpredictability of life,
War scenes require viewing on a large .
which is summarized by the hero when he
epidemic.
screen for their full appreciation.
As one reviewer said, this film is says to strangers sitting on a bench at a
0

If you see only· one motion
picture this year make it Forrest Gump
with Tom Hanks in the title role. · This is

"On the Big Screen"
with Harvey Zuckman
a movie that appeals to both the mind and
heart.

CUA ·oining Service
.

•_...

welcomes all students, fa·culty, and·staff
to·the new home of
Th-e Columbus School of Law.
.

'

,

I

Visit our Cafe:
Ground Floor, Columbus School of Law
8:00AM to 8:00PM
Monday through Friday
For information on Graduate Meal Plans
or Cardinal Cards, see a Morrison's manager in the Cafe._
August 24, 1994
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YOU WOULDN'T GO·TO A
GENERAL PRACTITIONER
FOR BRAIN SURGERY

WHY GO TO A GENERIC BAR COURSE
WHEN THERE'S A
.
i....
NEW YOR·K~-NEW-lER-SEY, PEN.NS.YLVANIA
f ~

.

.

· SPECIALIST
Joseph Marino has designed each course exclusively
for the particular state's bar exam. He teaches local law,
local essay techniques, the MBE law and MBE techniques, rather than a generic overview lecture. Because
Mr. Marino teaches each course for each particular
exam, he has the highest pass rate. With our unique lecture outlines, programmed learning system and, of

course, Joe Marino (it's like having your favorite teacher
for every subject!), it's no wonder that students from
Marino pass at a higher rate than any other course. So
don't go to a generic course that makes minor variations
for each state, take the local course that was created for
you!

Rx: Take one Marino Comprehensive and call us when you pass!

For Marino Comprehensive, Inc.
* Earn a free Marino Comprehensive Bar Review course
*Earn cash incentives
*Minimal time commitment required
Call NOW (800) ]-Marino

Marino Comprehensive 255 West 99th Street,-NY 10025 / (212) 663-1000 (800) )-Marino

~~
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